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S
t.

Joh
n
’s

C
hu
rch

w
as

p
acked

,
w
h
ere

M
acD

on
ald

h
ad

b
een

a
faith

fu
l
w
orsh

ip
p
er.

T
h
e
service

w
as

in
G
aelic,

u
n
less

for
a
16th

centu
ry

E
n
glish

hym
n
,
D
eo

G
racias,

w
h
ich

w
as

led
by

th
e
u
n
ited

ch
oirs

of
S
t.

Joh
n
’s

an
d
S
t.
M
ary’s

C
hu
rch

es.

A
s
th
e
con

gregation
filed

ou
t
to

th
e

gravesid
e
th
e
L
am

ent
for

th
e
M
acD

on
ald

s
of

G
len

coe
w
as

p
layed

on
th
e
organ

.

—
—
—
—
—

T
h
eir

m
em

ory
liveth

for
everm

ore.

T
h
e
M
a
ssa

c
r
e
o
f
G
l
e
n
c
o
e

—
—
—
—
—

B
y
J
O
H
N

S
T
IR

L
IN

G

—
—
—
—
—

It
is
im

p
ossib

le
to

go
th
rou

gh
th
e
P
ass

of
G
len

coe—
w
ild

ern
ess

of
b
leak

m
ou
ntain

an
d
terrib

le
gorge—

w
ith

ou
t
b
ein

g
th
rilled

an
d

terrified
.

M
ou
ntain

s,
w
ith

iron
an
d

grey
flan

ks,
lift

to
th
e
sky.

In
th
e
glen

can
b
e
seen

th
e
C
h
an
cellor,

th
e
T
h
ree

S
is-

ters
of

G
len

coe,
an
d
A
on
ach

E
agach

—
th
e

“n
otch

ed
h
ill.”

T
h
e
ru
gged

featu
res

of
G
len

coe
are

al-
m
ost

terrib
le

in
th
eir

b
eau

ty,
an
d
a
fitter

sp
ot

cou
ld

n
ot

b
e
fou

n
d
anyw

h
ere

for
th
e

scen
e
of

an
h
istorical

crim
e.

M
acau

lay,
th
e
fam

ou
s
h
istorian

,
says

of
it
:—

In
th
e
G
aelic

ton
gu
e,
G
len

coe
sign

ifies
T
h
e
G
len

of
W
eep

in
g
;
an
d
,
in

tru
th
,
th
at

p
ass

is
th
e
m
ost

d
reary

an
d
m
ost

m
elan

-
ch
oly

of
all

th
e
S
cottish

p
asses—

T
h
e
very

V
alley

of
th
e
S
h
ad
ow

of
D
eath

.
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M
ists

an
d
storm

s
b
rood

over
it
th
rou

gh
th
e
greatest

p
art

of
th
e
fin

est
su
m
m
er
;
an
d

even
on

th
ose

rare
d
ays

w
h
en

th
e
su
n
is

b
right,an

d
w
h
en

th
ere

is
n
o
clou

d
in
th
e
sky,

th
e
im

p
ression

m
ad
e
by

th
e
lan

d
scap

e
is
sad

an
d
aw

fu
l.

H
u
ge

p
recip

ices
of

n
aked

ston
e

frow
n
on

b
oth

sid
es,

m
arkin

g
th
e
h
ead

lon
g

p
ath

s
of

th
e
torrents.

M
ile

after
m
ile

th
e

on
ly
sou

n
d
th
at

in
d
icates

life
is
th
e
faint

cry
of

a
b
ird

of
p
rey

from
som

e
storm

-b
eaten

p
in
n
acle

of
rock.

O
n
th
e
face

of
a
m
ou
ntain

is
O
ssian

’s
C
ave,

an
d

b
eh
in
d

th
e

D
evil’s

S
taircase,

th
rou

gh
w
h
ich

escap
ed

tw
o
son

s
of
th
e
C
h
ief

of
M
acD

on
ald

w
h
en

th
e
d
iab

olical
com

-
m
an
d
s
of
D
alrym

p
le
w
ere

b
ein

g
carried

ou
t.

O
n
th
e
b
an
k
ofth

e
R
iver

C
oe

is
a
C
eltic

C
ross

on
w
h
ich

is
w
ritten

—
“R

everently
E
rected

in
M
em

ory
of

M
acIain

,
C
h
ief

of
G
len

coe,
w
h
o
fell

w
ith

h
is

p
eop

le
in

th
e

M
assacre

of
G
len

coe,
on

F
eb
ru
ary

13,
1692.

T
h
eir

m
em

ory
liveth

for
everm

ore.”

A
lth

ou
gh

it
is

tw
o
centu

ries
sin

ce
th
e

C
am

p
b
ells

ab
u
sed

th
e
h
osp

itality
of

th
e

M
acD

on
ald

s,
th
ere

still
exists

a
rivalry

b
e-

tw
een

certain
m
em

b
ers

of
th
e
C
lan

s.
C
an

you
w
on
d
er

at
it
?

I
h
ave

p
aid

tw
o
visits

to
th
e
P
ass

of
G
len

coe.
O
n

each
occasion

I
w
as

m
u
ch

im
p
ressed

w
ith

th
e
ru
gged

an
d
stu

p
en
d
ou
s

cliff
s
ofth

e
glen

.
It
w
as

w
ith

feelin
gs

ofp
ain

,
akin

to
th
at

of
m
in
gled

h
ate

an
d
reven

ge,

14

T
h
e
L
am

ent
for

th
e
S
on
s
ofG

en
coe

w
as

su
n
g
in
h
is
m
em

ory
at

a
con

cert
h
eld

in
F
ort

W
illiam

on
T
hu
rsd

ay
n
ight

by
a
w
ell-kn

ow
n

G
aelic

sin
ger,

M
r
K
en
n
eth

M
acrae,

w
h
om

I
h
ave

h
ad

th
e
p
leasu

re
of

m
eetin

g,
an
d
w
ith

w
h
om

I
h
ave

h
eld

interestin
g
conversation

s.
T
h
e
au
d
ien

ce
listen

ed
w
ith

h
ead

s
b
ow

ed
,

for
M
r
M
acrae,

w
h
o
h
as

su
n
g
th
is
son

g
to

S
cots

exiled
in

all
p
arts

of
th
e
w
orld

,
san

g
w
ith

d
eep

em
otion

.
A
n
gu
s
M
acD

on
ald

w
as

a
p
atriarch

al
figu

re,
an
d

h
is

flow
in
g

b
eard

an
d

p
rou

d
b
earin

g
w
ill

n
ot

soon
b
e
forgotten

.
E
very

year,
on

13th
F
eb
ru
ary,

th
e
an
-

n
iversary

of
th
e
m
assacre,

w
earin

g
a
h
eavy

p
laid

an
d
h
is
clan

’s
tartan

,
h
e
w
ent

to
th
e

m
em

orial
cairn

to
p
ay

h
om

age
to

h
is
fore-

fath
ers.

T
h
ere

h
e
w
ou
ld

stan
d
,
w
ith

h
ead

b
ow

ed
,
h
is

sn
ow

-w
h
ite

h
air

flow
in
g
in

th
e

ch
ill

w
inter

w
in
d
.

H
e
w
as

b
u
ried

in
S
t.

Joh
n
’s

C
hu
rch

-
yard

,
in

B
allachu

lish
,
w
h
en

all
th
e
C
lan

s
w
ere

rep
resented

.
T
h
ere

w
as

a
gen

eral
stop

-
p
age

of
w
ork,

an
d
th
e
slate

qu
arries

at
B
al-

lachu
lish

w
ere

closed
.

H
u
n
d
red

s
of

p
eop

le
atten

d
ed

th
e
fu
-

n
eral,m

any
com

in
g
from

G
len

etive–20
m
iles

aw
ay.

T
h
ey

follow
ed

th
e
cortege

u
n
d
er

grey
skies

from
th
e
little

cottage
at

G
len

coe.
T
h
ey

p
assed

th
rou

gh
th
e
scen

e
oftragic

m
em

ory
w
h
ere

M
acD

on
ald

’s
an
cestors

su
f-

fered
n
ever-to-b

e-forgotten
cru

elties.
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T
H
E

L
A
S
T

O
F

T
H
E

M
a
c
D
O
N
A
L
D
S

D
IE

S
IN

T
H
E

“
G
L
E
N

O
F

W
E
E
P
IN

G
.”

—
—
—
—
—

L
A
M
E
N
T

S
U
N
G

IN
H
IS

M
E
M
O
R
Y

B
Y

K
E
N
N
E
T
H

M
A
C
R
A
E
.

—
—
—
—
—

A
n
gu
s
M
acD

on
ald

,th
e
last

of
th
e
M
ac-

D
on
ald

s
of

G
len

coe,
d
ied

on
T
u
esd

ay,
3rd

N
ovem

b
er,

1936,
at

h
is
cottage

at
T
ayfu

irst,
in

th
e
“G

len
of

W
eep

in
g.”

H
e
w
as

84
years

of
age.

T
hu
s
th
e
last

lin
k
w
ith

th
e
m
assa-

cred
clan

is
severed

,
an
d
G
aeld

om
h
as

lost
on
e
of

its
m
ost

p
ictu

resqu
e
figu

res.

H
e
h
ad

b
een

ou
t
d
u
rin

g
th
e
d
ay,

an
d

w
ent

h
om

e
at

n
ight

an
d

retired
early

to
b
ed
.

T
h
in
kin

g
h
e
h
ad

fallen
into

a
state

of
u
n
con

sciou
sn
ess,

m
em

b
ers

of
th
e
fam

ily
b
ecam

e
alarm

ed
an
d
sent

for
a
d
octor.

M
r

M
acD

on
ald

d
ied

b
efore

th
e
d
octor

arrived
.

3

th
at

I
b
eh
eld

th
e
field

w
h
ere

th
e
m
assacre

took
p
lace.

A
s
I
gazed

,
m
y
th
ou
ghts

w
an
-

d
ered

aw
ay

b
ack

to
th
at

far-off
tim

e
w
h
en

it
w
as

p
eop

led
by

th
e
M
acD

on
ald

s
;
an
d
,
as

a
token

of
resp

ect,
I
b
ared

m
y
h
ead

in
lovin

g
m
em

ory
of

th
e
b
ru
tally

m
u
rd
ered

old
C
h
ief

an
d
h
is
clan

.

T
h
e
com

p
an
ion

s
th
at

accom
p
an
ied

m
e

h
ad

an
alfresco

m
ealn

ear
to

th
e
P
ass,d

u
rin

g
w
h
ich

w
e
m
u
ch

ad
m
ired

a
rivu

let
tu
m
b
lin

g
d
ow

n
,
w
h
ite

as
sn
ow

,
from

th
e
very

top
of

th
e
m
ou
ntain

s.

T
h
e
gru

esom
e
story

of
th
e
m
assacre

is
fam

iliar
to

all,
b
u
t
its

circu
m
stan

ces
w
ill

b
ear

rep
eatin

g.

In
D
ecem

b
er

1691,
M
acIain

,
C
h
ief

of
th
e
M
acD

on
ald

s
of

G
len

coe,
h
is
sn
ow

-w
h
ite

h
air

fallin
g
on

h
is

sh
ou
ld
ers,

w
ent

to
F
ort

W
illiam

to
take

th
e
O
ath

of
A
llegian

ce
to

W
illiam

III.H
e
w
as

told
th
at

th
e
su
b
m
ission

m
u
st

b
e
m
ad
e
at

Inverary.
A
t
3
o’clock

in
th
e
m
orn

in
g
th
e
aged

w
arrior

sets
ou
t
for

Inverary,travellin
g
for

tw
o
d
ays

w
ith

ou
t
rest

th
rou

gh
a
b
lin

d
in
g
sn
ow

storm
,
w
h
ere

h
e
is

told
th
at

A
rd
kin

glass,
th
e
S
h
erriff

D
ep
u
te,

h
as

gon
e
off

on
a
H
ogm

an
ay

celeb
ration

.

M
acIain

’s
su
b
m
ission

is
overd

u
e
tw
o

d
ays,

an
d
th
e
S
h
eriff

d
oes

n
ot

retu
rn

for
oth

er
th
ree

d
ays,w

h
en

h
e
ch
id
es
M
acIain

for
h
avin

g
d
elayed

.
H
ow

ever,
h
e
said

h
e
w
ou
ld

sw
ear

h
im

,
b
u
t
cou

ld
n
ot

gu
arantee

th
at

it
w
ou
ld

b
e
in

ord
er.
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T
h
e
su
b
m
ission

of
h
is

certificate
w
as

forw
ard

ed
to

E
d
inb

u
rgh

,
accom

p
an
ied

by
a

fu
ll
exp

lan
ation

of
th
e
circu

m
stan

ces
;
b
u
t,

as
th
e
S
h
eriff

of
A
rgyll’s

letter
h
ad

n
ever

b
een

p
rod

u
ced

b
efore

th
e
C
ou
n
cil,

it
w
as

p
ron

ou
n
ced

nu
ll
an
d
void

,
an
d
a
b
od
y
of

troop
s
w
as

d
esp

atch
ed

to
G
len

coe
w
ith

se-
cret

ord
ers

to
“extirp

ate
th
at

set
ofth

ieves.”

It
seem

s,
th
erefore,

th
at

th
e
fact

of
th
e

C
h
ief’s

su
b
m
ission

w
as

altogeth
er

con
cealed

from
th
e
K
in
g,

an
d
th
at

M
acIain

w
as

h
eld

ou
t
in

th
e
light

of
a
d
esp

erate
an
d
in
corri-

gib
le

lead
er

of
b
an
d
itti,

w
h
o
w
as

th
e
m
ain

ob
stacle

to
th
e
p
eace

of
th
e
H
igh

lan
d
s.

T
h
e
p
osition

of
th
e
H
igh

lan
d
s
w
as

b
e-

in
g
d
iscu

ssed
in

L
on
d
on

at
th
is
tim

e
by

S
ir

Joh
n
D
alrym

p
le,

th
e
M
aster

of
S
tair,

th
e

D
u
ke

of
A
rgyll,

an
d
th
e
K
in
g.

In
a
letter

D
alrym

p
le
w
rote—

“M
y
L
ord

A
rgyll

tells
m
e
th
at

G
len

coe
h
ath

n
ot

taken
th
e
oath

,
at

w
h
ich

I
rejoice.

It’s
a
good

w
ork

of
ch
arity

to
b
e
exact

in
rootin

g
ou
t

th
is
d
am

n
ab
le
sep

t—
th
e
w
orst

in
th
e
H
igh

-
lan

d
s.”

O
n

th
e

first
d
ay

of
F
eb
ru
ary

n
ew

s
reach

ed
G
len

coe
th
at

a
d
etach

m
ent

ofC
am

p
-

b
ells

w
as

ap
p
roach

in
g,

w
h
en

th
e
old

C
h
ief

scents
d
an
ger.

“H
ere’s

a
b
u
rd
en
,
cou

sin
,”

said
G
len

-
lyon

,
w
h
o
led

th
e
C
am

p
b
ells.

“It’s
n
o
d
oin

g
ofm

in
e,b

u
t
a
p
oor

sold
ier

m
u
st
ob
ey

ord
ers.
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d
eserved

n
o
oth

er
n
am

e
save

th
at

of
a
b
ar-

b
arou

s
m
u
rd
er.

T
h
e
rep

ort
fu
rth

er
n
am

ed
th
e
M
aster

of
S
tair

as
th
e
d
eviser,

an
d

th
e
m
ilitary

offi
cers

em
p
loyed

as
p
erp

etrators,
an
d
su
g-

gested
th
at

P
arliam

ent
sh
ou
ld

in
stru

ct
h
is

M
a
jesty

to
sen

d
h
om

e
G
len

lyon
an
d

th
e

oth
er

m
u
rd
erers

to
b
e
tried

.

S
tair

w
as

d
ep
rived

of
h
is
offi

ce,
ob
liged

to
retire

from
p
u
b
lic

aff
airs,

an
d
gen

eral
in
-

d
ign

ation
b
an
ish

ed
h
im

entirely
from

p
u
b
lic

life.
H
e
d
ied

in
1707—

on
th
e
d
ay

w
h
en

th
e

T
reaty

of
U
n
ion

w
as

sign
ed
—
n
ot

w
ith

ou
t

su
sp
icion

of
su
icid

e.
S
o
en
d
ed

th
e
career

of
on
e
of

th
e
m
ost

u
n
scru

p
u
lou

s
villain

s
th
at

ever
p
ollu

ted
th
is
lan

d
of

ou
rs.

C
ap
tain

C
am

p
b
ell

of
G
len

lyon
,
C
ap
-

tain
D
ru
m
m
on
d
,
M
a
jor

D
u
n
can

son
,
an
d

oth
er

offi
cers

w
ere

left
to

b
e
d
ealt

w
ith

by
th
e
K
in
g
;
b
u
t
th
ey

h
avin

g
gon

e
to

F
lan

d
ers,

th
e
aff
air

w
as

allow
ed

to
fizzle

ou
t.

5

W
e
on
ly

seek
b
ed

an
d
b
ite

for
a
w
eek

or
tw
o.”“Y

ou
are

w
elcom

e,
you

an
d
you

r
lad

s,”
rep

lied
M
acD

on
ald

.
“It’s

n
ot

m
u
ch

th
at

G
len

coe
h
as

to
off
er,

b
u
t
its

all
you

rs
for

th
e
takin

g.”

In
th
e
h
om

es
of

th
e
M
acD

on
ald

s,
th
e

sold
iers

of
A
rgyllare

sh
ow

n
th
e
h
igh

est
h
os-

p
itality.

W
h
atever

rivalry
h
as

existed
is
for-

gotten
.
A
fter

eleven
d
ays

th
ere

is
a
ch
an
ge

in
G
len

lyon
’s
m
an
n
er.

H
e
b
ecom

es
gloom

y
an
d
d
ep
ressed

.

O
n
th
e
very

n
ight

ofth
e
m
assacre,C

ap
-

tain
C
am

p
b
ellsat

u
p
p
layin

g
card

s
w
ith

th
e

old
C
h
ief’s

son
s,

so
frien

d
ly

w
as

th
e
inter-

cou
rse

b
etw

een
th
e
sold

iers
an
d
th
e
clan

s-
m
en
.
T
h
is
w
as

a
m
ost

d
esp

icab
le
action

.

T
h
e
M
acD

on
ald

s
b
ecom

e
an
xiou

s.
A
n
d
,

alth
ou
gh

G
len

lyon
join

s
M
acIain

’s
tw
o
son

s,
an
d

lau
gh
s
an
d

jokes
w
ith

th
em

,
it

w
as

stran
ge

b
eh
aviou

r
for

a
sold

ier
w
h
o

h
ad

b
een

ord
ered

th
at

d
ay

to
m
u
rd
er

th
ose

w
ith

w
h
om

h
e
an
d
h
is
m
en

h
ad

su
p
p
ed

for
tw
o

w
eeks

!

T
h
e
follow

in
g
is

th
e
ord

er
w
ritten

by
D
alrym

p
le
to

G
len

lyon
:—

“Y
ou

are
ord

ered
to

fall
u
p
on

th
e
reb

elle,
th
e
M
acD

on
ald

s
of

G
len

co,
an
d
to

p
u
t
to

th
e
sw

ord
all

u
n
d
er

seventy.
Y
ou

are
to

h
ave

a
sp
ecial

care
th
at

th
e
old

fox
an
d
h
is
son

s
d
o
n
ot

escap
e.

T
h
is

you
are

to
p
u
t
into

execu
tion

at
five

o’clock
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p
recisely.

T
h
is
is
by

th
e
K
in
g’s

sp
ecial

com
-

m
an
d
s,

th
at

th
ese

m
iscreants

b
e
cu
tt

off
root

an
d
b
ran

ch
.”

A
t
five

o’clock
in
th
e
m
orn

in
g
th
e
C
am

p
-

b
ells

p
rep

are
for

th
e
m
assacre,

h
eavy

sn
ow

fallin
g
b
efore

a
stron

g
gale

;
w
h
en

th
e
sol-

d
iers

ap
p
ear

at
th
e
d
oor

of
th
e
M
acIain

,
th
ey

ask
p
erm

ission
to

d
iscu

ss
im

p
ortant

b
u
sin

ess
th
at

h
as

arisen
su
d
d
en
ly.

A
s
th
e
seventy-year-old

C
h
ief

is
stru

g-
glin

g
into

h
is

cloth
es

h
e
is

sh
ot
;
h
is

w
ife

strip
p
ed
,
an
d
th
e
rin

gs
torn

from
h
er

fin
-

gers.
A
m
id
st

th
e
w
ild

tem
p
est

th
e
sh
ots

can
n
ot

b
e
h
eard

,
an
d
in

th
e
h
ou
ses

of
th
e

glen
b
ayon

ets
are

th
ru
st

into
th
e
sleep

in
g

victim
s.

T
h
e
tw
o
son

s
of

th
e
an
cient

C
h
ieftan

w
ere

n
ot

so
con

fid
ent

as
th
eir

fath
er
resp

ect-
in
g
th
e
p
eacefu

l
an
d

frien
d
ly

p
u
rp
ose

of
th
eir

gu
ests.

T
h
ey

ob
served

,
on

th
e
even

in
g

p
reced

in
g
th
e
m
assacre,

th
at

th
e
sentin

els
w
ere

d
ou
b
led

an
d
th
e
m
ain

gu
ard

stren
gth

-
en
ed
.Joh

n
,
th
e
eld

er
b
roth

er,
h
ad

even
over-

h
eard

th
e
sold

iers
m
u
tterin

g
am

on
gst

th
em

-
selves

th
at

th
ey

cared
n
ot

ab
ou
t
fightin

g
th
e

m
en

of
th
e
glen

fairly,
b
u
t
d
id

n
ot

like
th
e

n
atu

re
of

th
e
service

th
ey

w
ere

en
gaged

in
;

w
h
ile

oth
ers

con
soled

th
em

selves
w
ith

th
e

m
ilitary

logic,
th
at

th
eir

offi
cers

m
u
st

b
e

an
sw

erab
le
for

th
e
ord

ers
given

,
th
ey

h
avin

g
n
o
ch
oice

b
u
t
to

ob
ey

th
em

.

11

L
on

g
h
ave

m
y
h
a
rp
’s

b
est

n
otes

b
een

gon
e,

F
ew

are
its

strin
gs,

an
d
fain

t
th
eir

ton
e,

T
h
ey

can
b
u
t
sou

n
d
in

d
esert

lon
e

T
h
eir

g
rey

-h
air’d

m
aster’s

m
isery.

W
ere

ea
ch

grey
h
air

a
m
in
strel

strin
g,

E
ach

ch
ord

sh
ou

ld
im

p
reca

tion
s
fl
in
g,

T
ill

startled
S
cotlan

d
lou

d
sh
ou

ld
rin

g—
R
ev
en
g
e
for

b
lo
o
d
an

d
treach

ery
!

In
con

clu
sion

,
let

m
e
say

th
at

n
o
p
u
b
lic

n
otice

w
as

taken
of

th
is
ab
om

in
ab
le

crim
e

u
ntil

1695—
th
ree

years
after

it
h
ad

b
een

com
m
itted

—
w
h
en
,
late

an
d
relu

ctantly,
a

R
oyalC

om
m
ission

,lou
d
ly
d
em

an
d
ed

by
th
e

S
cottish

n
ation

,
w
as

granted
,
to

m
ake

en
-

qu
iries

into
th
e
aff
air,

an
d
rep

ort
th
e
issu

e
of

th
eir

investigation
s
to

P
arliam

ent.

T
h
e

m
em

b
ers

of
th
e

C
om

m
ission

,
th
ou
gh

selected
as

favou
rab

le
to

K
in
g

W
illiam

,p
roved

th
at

th
e
letters

an
d
in
stru

c-
tion

s
of

S
tair

to
C
olon

el
H
ill

an
d
oth

ers,
w
ere

th
e
sole

cau
se

of
th
e
m
u
rd
ers.

T
h
ey

slu
rred

over
th
e
K
in
g’s

sh
are

of
th
e
gu
ilt

th
at

S
tair’s

in
stru

ction
s
w
ent

b
eyon

d
th
e

w
arrant,an

d
rep

orted
th
at

th
e
w
h
ole

w
eight

of
th
e
ch
arge

fell
on

th
e
M
aster

of
S
tair.

It
w
as

p
roved

th
at

th
e
K
in
g
kn
ew

n
oth

-
in
g
of

M
acIain

’s
off
erin

g
to

take
th
e
oath

s
w
ith

in
th
e
tim

e,
n
or

of
h
is

h
avin

g
taken

th
em

soon
after

it
w
as

p
ast

;
th
at

th
e
in
-

stru
ction

s
of

S
tair

h
ad

b
een

th
e
w
arrant

for
th
e
slau

ghter
;
th
at

it
w
as

u
n
au
th
orised

by
th
e
K
in
g’s

ord
ers

;
an
d
th
at

th
e
action
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S
tair,

h
ow

ever,
seem

ed
u
n
d
au
nted

,
an
d

h
ad

th
e
in
fam

y
to

w
rite

to
C
olon

el
H
ill,

w
h
ile

p
u
b
lic

in
d
ign

ation
w
as

at
th
e
h
igh

est,
th
at

allth
at

cou
ld
b
e
said

ofth
e
m
atter

w
as,

th
at

th
e
execu

tion
w
as

n
ot

so
com

p
lete

as
it

m
ight

h
ave

b
een

.

S
u
ch

is
a
b
rief

accou
nt

of
th
e
b
ru
tal

M
assacre

of
G
len

coe.

S
ir
W
alter

S
cott,

in
on
e
of

h
is
p
oem

s,
entitled

“T
h
e
M
assacre

of
G
len

coe,”
refer-

rin
g
to

th
is
ep
isod

e,
says

:—

T
h
e
h
an

d
th
at

m
in
gled

in
th
e
m
ea
l,

A
t
m
id
n
igh

t
d
rew

th
e
felon

steel,
A
n
d
gave

th
e
h
ost’s

k
in
d
b
reast

to
feel

M
eed

for
h
is

h
osp

itality
!

T
h
e
frien

d
ly

h
earth

w
h
ich

w
a
rm

’d
th
a
t
h
an

d
,

A
t
m
id
n
igh

t
arm

’d
it
w
ith

th
e
b
ran

d
,

T
h
at

b
ad

e
d
estru

ction
’s

fl
am

es
ex
p
an

d
T
h
eir

red
an

d
fearfu

l
b
lazon

ry.

T
h
en

w
om

an
’s

sh
riek

w
as

h
ea
rd

in
vain

,
N
or

in
fan

cy
’s

u
n
p
itied

p
ain

,
M
ore

th
an

th
e
w
arrior’s

groa
n
cou

ld
gain

R
esp

ite
fro

m
ru
th
less

b
u
tch

ery
!

T
h
e
w
in
ter

w
in
d
th
at

w
h
istled

sh
rill,

T
h
e
sn
ow

s
th
at

n
igh

t
th
a
t
cloak

’d
th
e
h
ill,

T
h
ou

gh
w
ild

an
d
p
itiless,

h
ad

still
F
a
r
m
ore

th
an

S
ou

th
ro
n
clem

en
cy.

7

A
larm

ed
w
ith

w
h
at

h
ad

b
een

ob
served

an
d

h
eard

,
th
e
tw
o
b
roth

ers
h
asten

ed
to

G
len

lyon
’s
qu
arters,

w
h
ere

th
ey

fou
n
d
th
at

offi
cer

an
d
h
is
m
en

p
rep

arin
g
th
eir

arm
s.

O
n
qu
estion

in
g
h
im

ab
ou
t
th
ese

su
sp
i-

ciou
s
ap
p
earan

ces,
G
len

lyon
accou

nted
for

th
em

by
th
e
story

th
at

h
e
w
as

b
ou
n
d
on

an
exp

ed
ition

again
st
som

e
of
G
len

gary’s
m
en

:
an
d
,
allu

d
in
g
to

th
e
circu

m
stan

ce
of

th
eir

allian
ce,

w
h
ich

m
ad
e
h
is
ow

n
cru

elty
m
ore

d
etestab

le,
h
e
ad
d
ed
—
“If

anyth
in
g
evil

h
ad

b
een

inten
d
ed
,
w
ou
ld

I
n
ot

h
ave

told
A
las-

tair
an
d
m
y
n
iece

?”

I
m
ay

say
h
ere

th
at

G
len

lyon
’s
n
iece—

sister
of

R
ob

R
oy—

w
as

m
arried

to
A
lastair

M
acD

on
ald

,
you

n
ger

son
of

th
e
old

C
h
ief-

tan
.

S
carcely

a
d
ay

p
assed

th
at

h
e
d
id

n
ot

visit
th
e
h
ou
se

of
A
lastair,

an
d

take
h
is

m
orn

in
g
d
ram

,
agreeab

ly
to

th
e
m
ost

ap
p
roved

p
ractice

of
H
igh

lan
d
h
osp

itality.

R
e-assu

red
by

th
is
com

m
u
n
ication

,
th
e

you
n
g
m
en

retired
to

rest
;b

u
t
w
ere

sp
eed

ily
aw

aken
ed

by
an

old
d
om

estic,
w
h
o
called

on
th
e
tw
o
b
roth

ers
to

rise
an
d
fly

for
th
eir

lives.“Is
it

tim
e
for

you
,”

h
e
said

,
“to

b
e

sleep
in
g,

w
h
en

you
r
fath

er
is
m
u
rd
ered

on
h
is
ow

n
h
earth

?”

T
h
is
rou

sed
,
th
ey

hu
rried

ou
t
in

great
terror,an

d
h
eard

th
rou

gh
ou
t
th
e
glen

,w
h
ere-

ever
th
ere

w
as

a
p
lace

of
hu
m
an

h
ab
itation

,



8

th
e
sh
ou
ts

of
th
e
m
u
rd
erers,

th
e
rep

ort
of

th
e
m
u
skets,

th
e
scream

s
of

th
e
w
ou
n
d
ed
,

an
d
th
e
groan

s
of

th
e
d
yin

g.

B
y
th
eir

p
erfect

kn
ow

led
ge

of
th
e
cliff

s
am

on
gst

w
h
ich

th
ey

d
w
elt,

th
ey

w
ere

en
-

ab
led

to
escap

e
ob
servation

,
an
d
fled

to
th
e

sou
th
ern

access
of

th
e
glen

.

M
eantim

e,th
e
w
ork

ofd
eath

p
roceed

ed
w
ith

as
little

rem
orse

as
S
tair

cou
ld
h
ave

d
e-

sired
:
even

th
e
slight

m
itigation

resp
ectin

g
th
ose

over
seventy

years
w
as

d
isregard

ed
by

th
e
sold

iers,w
h
o,in

th
eir

d
iscrim

in
ate

th
irst

for
b
lood

,
killed

several
aged

an
d
b
ed
rid

d
en

p
erson

s.

A
t
th
e
h
am

let
w
h
ere

G
len

lyon
h
ad

h
is

qu
arters,

n
in
e
m
en
,
in
clu

d
in
g
h
is
lan

d
lord

,
w
ere

b
ou
n
d
an
d
sh
ot

like
felon

s
;
an
d
on
e

of
th
em

,
M
acD

on
ald

of
A
u
ch
intraiton

,
al-

th
ou
gh

h
e
h
ad

G
en
eral

H
ill’s

p
assp

ort
in

h
is

p
ocket

at
th
e
tim

e,
h
ad

th
e
sam

e
fate

u
n
scru

p
u
lou

sly
m
eted

ou
t
to

h
im

.

A
fin

e
lad

of
tw
enty

h
ad
,
by

som
e
com

-
p
assion

on
th
e
p
art

of
th
e
sold

iers,
b
een

sp
ared

:
C
ap
tain

D
ru
m
m
on
d
,com

in
g
on

th
e

scen
e,

d
em

an
d
ed

to
kn
ow

w
hy

th
e
ord

ers
h
ad

b
een

tran
sgressed

,
an
d
cau

sed
h
im

in
-

stantly
to

b
e
p
u
t
to

d
eath

.

A
b
oy

offive
or

six
years

ofage,clu
n
g
to

G
len

lyon
’s
kn
ees,

entreatin
g
for

m
ercy,

an
d

off
erin

g
to

b
ecom

e
h
is
servant

for
life,

if
h
e

w
ou
ld

sp
are

h
im

.
G
len

lyon
w
as

m
oved

;
b
u
t

9

D
ru
m
m
on
d
stab

b
ed

th
e
ch
ild

w
ith

h
is
d
irk,

w
h
ile

h
e
w
as

in
th
is
agony

of
su
p
p
lication

.

T
h
e
alarm

b
ein

g
n
ow

gen
eral,

m
any

p
erson

s,
m
ale

an
d

fem
ale,

attem
p
ted

to
escap

e.
F
lyin

g
from

th
eir

b
u
rn
in
g
hu
ts,

th
e
h
alf-n

aked
fu
gitives

ru
sh
ed

into
a
w
in
-

ter
m
orn

in
g
of

d
arkn

ess,
sn
ow

,
an
d
storm

,
am

id
st

a
w
ild

ern
ess

th
e
m
ost

savage
in

th
e

W
estern

H
igh

lan
d
s.
B
ew

ild
ered

in
th
e
sn
ow

-
w
reath

s,
several

san
k
to

rise
n
o
m
ore.

B
u
t

th
e
severities

of
th
e
storm

w
ere

ten
d
er

m
er-

cies
com

p
ared

w
ith

th
e
u
n
sp
eakab

le
cru

elty
of

th
eir

p
ersecu

tors.

A
fter

th
e
d
estru

ction
of

th
e
h
ou
ses,

a
h
eartren

d
in
g
scen

e
en
su
ed
.
A
ged

m
atron

s,
w
om

en
w
ith

ch
ild

,
m
oth

ers
w
ith

b
ab
ies

at
th
eir

b
reast,

an
d

ch
ild

ren
tod

d
lin

g
after

th
em

,
m
ight

b
e
seen

w
en
d
in
g
th
eir

w
ay,

h
alf-n

aked
,
tow

ard
s
th
e
m
ou
ntain

s
in

qu
est

of
som

e
frien

d
ly

h
ovel,

b
en
eath

w
h
ose

roof
th
ey

m
ight

seek
sh
elter

from
th
e
p
itiless

tem
p
est

an
d
d
ep
lore

th
eir

u
n
h
ap
py

fate.

T
h
irty-eight

M
acD

on
ald

s
p
erish

—
am

on
g
th
em

a
w
om

an
,
an

aged
m
an
,
an
d

a
ch
ild

of
fou

r
years

of
age.

O
th
ers

p
erish

in
th
e
sn
ow

d
rifts

of
th
e
gorges

th
rou

gh
w
h
ich

th
ey

try
to

leave
in

safety.
A
s
d
aw

n
b
roke

sm
oke

rose
from

th
e
b
u
rn
in
g
h
om

es
of

th
e

M
acD

on
ald

s.

T
h
is

d
etestab

le
b
u
tch

ery
excited

gen
-

eralh
orror

an
d
d
isgu

st,n
ot

on
ly
th
rou

gh
ou
t

S
cotlan

d
,
b
u
t
also

in
foreign

cou
ntries.


